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Summer 2017, was bustling with activities! things really picked up for the FRFF as
we traveled across America, quite literally, going from D.C. to California, Aspen to
Ohio sharing the message of inversity™, inclusion and the power of having and
using one's voice to make a difference in the world.
Intern Keynote Kickoff
The Foster Russell Family Foundation made our
way to Washington, D.C. to keynote for the
summer internship program for The Fund for
American Studies.

Karith Foster brings laughter and excitement to
the start of TFAS 2017 U.S. Summer Programs
Welcome Ceremony in Washington, D.C.

The turnout was phenomenal as over 350 interns
were in attendance for this special event. The
keynote can be heard
here: https://youtu.be/owIkoQeoBwE

Foudation for Individual Rights in
Education Fundraiser
The Foster Russell Family Foundation made our way
to Aspen, Colorado to participate in a special
screening of "Can We Take a Joke?" on July 7th at
the Aspen Meadows Resort, home of The Aspen
Institute.

F.I.R.E. Question/Answer Panel Discussion.

Following the screening, there was a Q&A with FIRE
President and CEO Greg Lukianoff; FIRE’s Chief
Research Officer and Director of the Aspen Center
for Human Development, Pamela Paresky; comedian
Karith Foster (featured in “Can We Take a Joke?”);
and award-winning “Mother Goose & Grimm”
cartoonist Mike Peters.
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Misericordia Orientation
Hundreds of Freshman received Stereotyped
101™ as an introduction to their experience at
Misericordia University. Orientation sessions are
perfect opportunities to receive diversity training!

Karith Foster presenting "The Art of
Defying Stereotypes: Learning to be
True to Your Voice."

Youth Empowerment Camp
July was highlighted by a trip to Claremont, CA to visit a
youth empowerment camp. We were able to help to
erase those negative mental voices in heads. Karith gave
a mash-up presentation of Stereotyped 101™ and You
Are E.N.O.U.G.H™. Our youth left feeling empowered
and enriched.

Youth Empowerment Camp

Penn State Panhellenic Training
Karith was invited to be the opening keynote for this
very important assembly, setting an unprecedented tone
for the students. She introduced the young and media
savvy students to the concept of inversity and reiterated
how valuable their social responsibility and contributions
to society and media are.
Penn State Panhellenic Training
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“Stereotyped 101” to
Kent State

By Kevin Cline
Kent State’s YAL chapter had the pleasure of hosting humorist Karith Foster last week for her
“Stereotyped 101” lecture. As we all know, this week has been tense for the nation, and our campus
was one of the many who held protests against the results of the 2016 Presidential election. After 18
months of a tumultuous campaign cycle, electoral politics is more divided than ever. Tensions are still
high; they were high before the elections and they will be high after. As Karith said, “I don’t want to
raise my kids in this crazy, crazy world; that’s why I am out here doing this.”
This week’s national turmoil only made Karith’s lecture that much more important. She spoke about her
desire to see a society that included more #inversity (her answer for the diversionary “diversity”). Her
lecture focused on seeing the world through the perspective of others, appreciating each others
differences and finding common ground anyway. Though the lecture was amazing, funny, and engaging
with lots of personal anecdotes of Karith’s experiences with diversity and inclusion in her life I felt it
reached out and could be appreciated by anyone. I came away with two things that really stuck out to
me during her presentation:
1. We cannot move liberty forward if we do not appreciate and sympathize with other cultures beyond
our own. The message is pure and all encompassing, we know it is the solution, we must frame it to
solve problems unique to all sides of our melting pot nation.
2. The message must always be spread with love. Violence begets violence. Peace begets peace. We
cannot forge a free and peaceful society with hate. Moving forward, after the deep divisions of the last
year and regardless of who we support politically, we must focus our principles with compassion for our
fellow man; even if they disagree with us. Everyone is a potential convert, everyone.
After the show, Karith joined myself and our YAL chapter for dinner and we discussed the topics more
in depth and, of course, our thoughts on the election. Her perspective was fascinating and our political
differences didn’t keep us from analyzing the state of our political discourse critically and objectively. I
HIGHLY recommend that you all host Karith at your campus, especially if you want to recruit a more
diverse and a wider spectrum of political thought into your chapters.
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